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AMKNDMKNTS TO T1IK rr AlMft. 



1 . (cuiTCntly amcjided) A method for providing access to data files stored in a data 
repository comprisins tlic steps of: 

rccciviufi a request for a data file from a requester sai^^quest^peei^yi^^eaet 
©He-«lata ftmnat; 

determining if said re<iucster is authorized to access said requested data file; 

dj^ glayinp at lea gtong jivail able tiata fonir at selec ted from n r.f.tr...,i rUi.. 
forjMt5,.gaidi)£jMsLPj^ data f orma^ snTfiriable hv said rf.q..Pct^r; 

IransJating the requested data file from a stored data format into areaucstetgclccLc^^ 
djitaf9r!Mtsaid^:eqiie«H«d-datjtfe,'rH^ 

i^esteMf ffiH4*tofe4^orF««^dIt%re.freffl-sa^ and 

making said translated data file accessible to said requester if it is determined that 
said requester is authorized. 

2. (original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said data files include graphical 
infonnation. 

3. (currently amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein said requcster-sc lecfe.? 
requested data format represents a vci-sion of the data file that is compatible with a 
particular software application environment for using ihe requested data file. 

4. (original) A method according to claim 1 wherein tlic repositoiy resides behind a secure 
firewall, and further including the steps of: 

providing a mcta data directory outside of said firewall; said meta data directoiy 
indicaluig the contents of the repository, 

5. (original) A method according to claim 4 further including the step of: 
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providing periodic updates of said meta data directory, said updates reflecting changes to 
(inra in the data repository, 

6. (ongirial) A method according to claim 1 wherein said determining step further 
including the steps of: 

providijifi an access control element including data indicating whether a requester is 
to be permitted to access said requested data file, 

7. (original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said rcpositoiy resides behind a secure 
firewall and wherein said translated data file is retained at a response repository outside of 
said firewall in response to said request 

8. (original) A method according to claim 7 wherein said data file is retained at said 
response repository for a predetermined time period. 

9. (original) A method accorxhng to claim 8 wherein said data file is accessible from said 
response repository by any atiUiorized requester. 

10. (original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said repository resides behind a 
secure firewall Ihc method further comprising the steps of: 

providing an access control system outside of said firewall for receiving said 
rcqncsl for said data file; 

dctcnniuing via said access control system if the requested data file Is stored in the 
rcpositoiy; and 

passing said request to said repository if said requester is authori/,ed and said 
requested data file is stored iu said repository 

1 1 . (origiJtal) A method according to claim 10 wherein said translated data file is retained 
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«t a response repositoiy outside of said lircwall in response to said request. 

12. (original) A method according to claim 1 1 wherein said translated data file Is retained 
at said response repository for a predetermined time period. 



13, (original) A method according to claim 12 wherein said translated data iile 
accessible from said response repository by any authorised requester. 



IS 



14. (orieinal) A method according to claim 13 wherein said translating step is undertaken 
at said response repository. 

15. (currently amended) A method according to claim 14 wherein said translated data flic 
rctainc<l at said response repository mayMlfurther translated into an aUnmnfv. 
formats^Jabk/Vgni^ 

MuLnlii^mativ^datia^^ 
SiM anIhoFiwd i^esters. 

16. (currently amended) A method according to claim 10 further fueluding the steps of: 

i-ccciving said request at a staging database within said firewall; 

determining based on said received request which of said stored data fomiats is to 
be used to pcrfonn said translaling into said requested daiafWe format; and 

using the results of said dctcnninalion to retrieve the data file having die 
determined fonnat from said reposiloiy. 

17. (original) A method according to claim 16 further comprising tlic step of: 

providing said translated data file from said repository to said staging database. 

1 8. (original) A method according to claim 17 wherein said access control system includes 
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a rosponse rcpositoiy and wherein said tmnslaled daJa file is lransfeiTc<l from said staging 
dalabase to said response repositoxy and retained at the response rqiository in response to 
said request, 

1 9. (original) A method according to claim 18 wherein said translated data file is rclainod 
at said response repo.sitory for a predetermined time period. 

20. (original) A method according to claim 19 wherein said translated data file is 
accessible fi-oni said response repository by any authorized requester. 

21. (orisinal) A method nccordijig to claim I further comprising the steps of: 

providing the rcqucstei- with the status of the fulfinmcnt of the request for the data 

file, 

22. (currently amended) A method accoixling to claim 1 ftirther comprising the step[s] of: 

pi-ovWiiig^ifKHea^eH <^t0fed-f<wmat^r4te 

storing a requestor's fomiat preferences for the requested data file. 

23. (currently mnended) A prograni storage device readable by a digital processing 
apparatus and tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the digital 
processing apparatus to perform method steps for providing access to data files stored 
data repository, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request for a data file fvon^ a rcqueslersai^^eqaest-speeiryiH-^ast 
one^fltrt-fontjat; 

determining if said rcquester is authorized lo access said requested data file; 
disjllayjngatjeasionc^n 

Miiais^sauLalMsLmcavallM^^ 

translating the requested data file from a stored data fonnal into aiQguesteisclccis4 
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making said U imslatcd data file accessible to said requester if il is dciemiinod that 
said requestor is authorized. 

24. (original) A program storage device according to claim 23 wherein said data nics 
include graphical infonnation, 

25. (ciuTcnlly amended) A program storage device according to claim 23 wherein said 
rccuic.stcj::sclcctcd fequestetl data format represents a version of the data file diat is 
compatible with a particular so flwarc application environment for using the requested data 
fdc. 



26. (original) A program storage device according to claim 23 wlicrcin the repository 
resides behind a secure fu-cwall, and furtlier including the steps of: 

providing a meta data directory outside of said firewall; said mcta data directory 
indicaling the contents of the repository. 

27. (original) A program storage device <jccording to claim 26 further including the step of: 

providing pcriotlic updates oFsaid meta data directory, said updates reflecting 
changes to data in the data repository. 

28. (original) A program storage device according to claim 23 wherein said delermining 
step further including tho steps of: 

providing im access control element including data indicating whether a requester is 
to bo pemiitled to Access said requested data file. 

29. (original) A program storage device according to claim 23 wherein said repository 
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resides behind a secure firewall and wherein said translated data file is retained at a 
response repository ouUidc of said /!rewall in response lo said request. 

30. (original) A program storage device according to claim 29 wherein said data Hie is 
retained at said response repository for a predetermined time period. 

3 1 . (original) A program storage device according to claim 30 wherein said data file is 
accessible firom said response rcposiloiy by any authorized requester. 

32. (original) A program storage device according to claim 23 wherein said repository 
resides behind a secure fircwttli the method further comprising the steps of: 

providing an access coiitrol system outside of said firewall for receiving said 
request for said data file; 

determining via said acccs.s control system if the requested data file is stored in the 
repository; and 

passing said request lo said rcposiloiy if said requester is authorized and said 
roqucsled data file is stored in said rcposiloiy. 

33. (original) A program storage device according to claim 32 wherein said translated data 
fde is rmincd at a response repository outside of said firewall in response to said request. 

34. (original) A program storage device according to claim 33 wherein said translated data 
file is rcLiined at said rcqwnse repository for a predetermined time period. 

35. (original) A program storage device according to claim 34 wherein said translate^l data 
file is accessible firom said response repository by any authorized requester. 

36. (original) A program storage device according to claim 35 wherein said translating step 
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is undertaken al said response repository. 

37. (cunciitly amended) A program storage device acconJing to cJaini 36 wherein said 
translaled dula file retai,acd at said response rq^ository mi^ejs flirlher Irajislaled into an 
nll>Mmtim9taJm>iiatjcJecL^^ at least on. .vdlahin .l.t. r.„^ ,t ^ai.l V .i nf 
gtO]Sd.dal3.ibimts, said altcmalive dnla fonn at <^p|ccted bvan authnn..H ..,^„.,.,...„1,, 
t)tie«-ie<iifests4ix>m-said^h6«iEedH=eqiiesteFS. 

38. (currently an^cndod) A program storage deviec according to claim 32 further including 
the steps of: 

receiving said request at a staging databa.se witliin said firewall; 

determining based on said received request which of said stored data foniiats is to 
be used to perfomi said translating into said requested data itle format; and 

using the results of said determination to retrieve the data file having tlie 
dcterniincd fomat from said repository. 

39. (original) A program storage device according to claim 38 flmhcr comprising the step 
of: 

providing said translated data file from said repositoiy to said staging database. 

40. (original) A program storage device according to claim 39 wherein said access control 
system incUidcs a response repositoiy and wherein said translated data nic is transfeiTCd 
from said staging database to said response repository and retained at the response 
repository in response to said request. 

41. (original) A program storage device according to claim 40 wherein said translated data 
file is retained at said response repository for a predctemiined time period. 
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42. (origiml) A program storage device according to claim 41 .vhcrcin said translated data 
nic is accessible from said response repository by any authorized requester. 

43. (original) A program storage device according to claim 23 further comprising tho steps 
of: 

providing the requester with tlic stalls of the fulfillment of tho request for the data 

file. 

44. (currently amended) A pmgrajn storage device according to claim 23 further 
comprising the sicp[$] of; 

ptevidi,^Mfldi€atiof^*fs(efe<l^)^-rof4h^ 

storing a requestor's fonnat preferences for the requested data file. 

45. (cunently amended) An apparatus for providing access to data files stored in a data 
repository, said apparatus comprising: 

an interface element for receiving a request for a data file from a rcquestersaid 
r6qHesl-6i>8Gi^«g-at-kHjst OHe^lata^foFmat; 

iin^ccssj>ronjc.dalabase s toring a list of ^ .nn f^»,.^t.. 

an access control logic coupled to said interface for determining if said requester is 
authorized to access said requested data file; 

a translation engine couplcti to said access control logic for translating the 
requested dat.<t file from a stored data fonnat into mmMt^c)eclcds^^,e^dd.i. 
fomiat^.idrcquc§tcr:Ss!ccted dat a fonnat selected fmm V,., or,,^ti 

M..»espenslve-to^id^eivi*ig ^ai4«q.4est.ftem-^re^s{er,iMd-^ed 
fomiatHliffei^r0ra-saW^=eq»ested^OFWftt; and 

a sto.-agc clement coupled to said ti-anslation engine for making said translated data 
filo accessible to said requester if it is determined that said requester is authorized. 
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